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The Parties to the Labrador Inuit Land 
Claims Agreement-in-Principle (AIP) 
include the Labrador Inuit Association, 
the Government of Newfoundland and 
Labrador (Newfoundland), and the 
Government of Canada (Canada). The 
Parties acknowledge that the Inuit of 
Labrador claim Aboriginal rights, including 
title, in and to the Labrador Inuit Land 
Claims Area based on their traditional and 
current use and occupancy of the lands, 
waters and landfast sea ice of the Labrador 
Inuit Land Claims area, that the Labrador 
Inuit are an Aboriginal people of Canada, 
that the Constitution Act, 1982 recognizes 
existing Aboriginal rights, and that the 
Parties have never before entered into a 
land claims agreement. 


The term Inuit Government will refer 
to the Inuit Central Government, 
Inuit Community Governments and Inuit 
Community Corporations. 


The Labrador Inuit Land Claims AIP is a 
non-legally binding document which will 
form the basis for concluding a land claims 
and self-government final agreement. 

The final agreement will be constitutionally 
protected and will provide certainty with 
respect to Inuit rights under section 35 of the 
Constitution Act, 1982. The rights of 
Labrador Inuit as Canadian citizens will not 
be affected, nor will the rights of other 
Aboriginal groups. 

Federal and provincial laws will apply to 
the Labrador Inuit under the final agreement 
and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
will apply to the Inuit Government. 

Amendment to the final agreement will 


require the consent of each of the Parties. 


._LANDS — LABRADOR INUIT 
SETTLEMENT AREA AND 
LABRADOR INUIT LANDS 

Two areas of land, the Labrador Inuit 
Settlement Area (the Settlement Area) and 
Labrador Inuit Lands within the Settlement 

Area, will be established under the final 
agreement. Land selection negotiations 
were held on a community-by-community 
basis by the Parties in the Upper Lake 
Melville area and throughout the Labrador 
Inuit communities of Nain, Hopedale, 
Postville, Makkovik, and Rigolet. 


THE SETTLEMENT AREA 

The Settlement Area will consist of 
28,000 square miles (72,520 square kilo- 
metres) of land and 17,000 square miles 
(44,030 square kilometres) of adjacent 
ocean which is referred to as the Zone and 
which will extend to Canada's twelve-mile 
territorial sea. Within the northern portion 
of the Settlement Area, approximately 


3,000 square miles (7,770 square kilo- 
metres) will be set aside for the Torngat 
Mountains National Park Reserve. 

In the Settlement Area outside of the 
Labrador Inuit Lands, the Labrador Inuit will 
receive priority in subsistence harvesting 
rights. 


LABRADOR INUIT LANDS 

The Labrador Inuit Lands will consist of 
6,100 square miles (15,800 square kilo- 
metres). Here the Labrador Inuit will have the 
most substantial rights and benefits. The 
Inuit Central Government will own, manage 
and control the Labrador Inuit Lands and 
will be able to make laws respecting access 
to, or use of, the lands. 

In the Labrador Inuit Lands, the Labrador 
Inuit will have exclusive harvesting rights. 
The Inuit Central Government will have 
control of new developments in Labrador 
Inuit Lands and will participate in the 
management of fisheries, wildlife and 


plants, and environmental assessments. 


NON-RENEWABLE RESOURCES 
SUBSURFACE — MINERAL 
The provincial government will continue 


to regulate existing mineral rights holders in 
Labrador Inuit Lands, and any new mineral 
exploration and development in these lands 
must be approved by the provincial, and the 
Inuit Central, governments. 

Inuit will receive 50 per cent of the first 
$2 million, and five per cent of any additional 
provincial revenues from subsurface 
resources in the Settlement Area, outside of 
Labrador Inuit Lands. These. wilkBe capped, 
to the average per, capita: inéomeof e + Hoye 
Canadians, assuming equal distribution 
among the Labrador Inuit, beneficiaries. . a 

In the Labrador: Inuit Lands,: Inuit will be: “tt 
entitled to 25%. ofprovincial revenues r 
from subsurface resources, They will also. 3% Z 
have the exclusive right to carvingstane ,. 2 sae 
and ownership of 1,525 square mite” 
(3,950 square kilometres) of Specified 
Material Lands in which they will have 
exclusive rights to specified quarry materials. 


VOISEY'S BAY PROJECT 
The Inuit Central Government will receive 
three per cent of provincial revenues from 
the project's mineral resources. 
SURFACE 
In Labrador Inuit Lands, existing surface 
interests will continue under current terms 
and conditions. Applications for renewal 
or extension of such interests will be 
required to be made to the Inuit Central 
Government, which will be able to set 
additional reasonable terms and conditions. 


All individuals in the Settlement Area will 
be able to use water for personal and 
domestic purposes without a permit. 

In Labrador Inuit Lands, new licences will 


be able to be issued, with the approval of the 
Inuit Central Government and the provincial 


government. 


In the Settlement Area, if a developer 


proposes to use water in a way that may 
substantially affect the quantity, quality 
and rate of flow of water on Labrador Inuit 
Lands, the developer will be required to 
first negotiate a compensation agreement 
with the Inuit Central Government. 


Marine management plans and develop- 
ment of non-renewable resources in the 
Zone of the Settlement Area will require 
consultation with the Inuit Central 
Government. 

Inuit Impacts and Benefits Agreements 
will be required for major developments 
in the Zone. 


Developers will be required to negotiate 
an Inuit Impacts and Benefits Agreement 
with the Inuit Central Government before 
beginning projects in Labrador Inuit Lands, 
and before beginning major projects in the 
Settlement Area outside Labrador Inuit 
Lands. 

The Inuit Central Government will have 
the power to make laws in Labrador Inuit 
Lands outside of the Inuit Communities 
relating to local economic development. 
Canada will give fair consideration to 
qualified Labrador Inuit businesses when 
contracting, and will attempt to achieve a 
representative public service in the 
Settlement Area. 


The Voisey's Bay Project is not included in 
the AIP but will be negotiated before the 
final agreement. The final agreement will 
set out the Labrador Inuit rights to land and 
resources that will apply within the Voisey’s 
Bay Project area. The footprint will be an 
area which will contain the Voisey's Bay 
Project area. The Voisey's Bay Project area is 
excluded from the Settlement Area and 
Labrador Inuit Lands. 


NATIONAL PARKS AND 
PROTECTED AREAS 

A national park reserve in the Torngat 
Mountains will be created. The Inuit Central 
Government will also be able to establish 
protected areas in Labrador Inuit Lands. 
Protected areas are areas of land, water or 
ocean of particular significance that require 
special protection. 

If there are to be any new protected areas 
in the Settlement Area outside Labrador 
Inuit Lands that will affect the rights of the 
Labrador Inuit, a Protected Area Agreement 
with the Inuit Central Government will be 
required. The agreement will address the 


establishment, development and operation 


of the protected area, including the use of 
Inuit camps and travel routes for Inuit 
harvesting in the area, hiring of Inuit, and 
steps to limit potential negative impacts 
of the area on the Inuit. 


LAND USE PLANNING 

A comprehensive Land Use Plan will be 
developed by a steering committee, jointly 
appointed by the provincial and Inuit 
governments. The Land Use Plan will be 
developed according to the provincial 
planning process and will set out the control 
of land, water and resource use for areas 
not under federal jurisdiction in the Settlement 
Area. The Land Use Plan will be completed 
within three years of the final agreement. 


ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
Federal and provincial environmental 
assessment laws will continue to apply in 
the Settlement Area. The Inuit Central 
Government will be able to make laws on 
environmental assessment in Labrador Inuit 
Lands. If there is a conflict, between the 
Inuit Central Government laws and the 
federal and provincial laws, the federal and 
provincial laws will prevail. Where a project 


will require environmental assessment by 


more than one jurisdiction, the Parties will 
attempt to harmonize their work. 

The Inuit Central Government will be 
consulted and will be able to participate in 
assessments that Newfoundland or Canada 
will conduct in the Settlement Area, outside 
Labrador Inuit Lands. 


WILDLIFE AND PLANTS 

The Labrador Inuit will have the right to 
harvest wildlife and plants for subsistence 
purposes throughout the Settlement Area. 
These activities will be subject to the laws of 
general application respecting conservation, 
public health and public safety, and 
Canada's obligations under international 
agreements. 

The Torngat Wildlife and Plants 
Co-Management Board will be established 
as the primary body to make recommenda- 
tions to governments on the conservation 
and management of wildlife and plants 
in the Settlement Area. Canada, 
Newfoundland and the Inuit Central 


Government will appoint members to the 
Board. The relevant provincial or federal 
Minister will retain the overall authority 
for conserving and managing wildlife and 
plants in the Settlement Area. 

Existing outfitters and sawmill operators 
will continue under current laws. The Inuit 
Central Government will have the exclusive 
right to authorize new outfitting and 
sawmill operations in Labrador Inuit Lands. 


FISHERIES 

The Labrador Inuit will have the right 
to fish for subsistence purposes in the 
Settlement Area. These activities will be 
subject to laws of general application 
respecting conservation, public health and 
public safety, and Canada's obligations 


under international agreements. 


The Torngat Joint Fisheries Board will be 


established as the primary body to make 
recommendations to governments on the 
conservation and management of fish in the 
Settlement Area. Canada, Newfoundland 
and the Inuit Central Government will 
appoint members to the Board. The relevant 
Minister will retain the overall authority for 
conserving and managing fish in the 
Settlement Area. 

Existing commercial fishing licenses will 
not be affected. Inuit will be guaranteed a 
percentage of new or additional commercial 
fishing licenses for specified species within 
the Zone and in waters adjacent to the Zone. 


HARVESTING COMPENSATION 

Developers will be responsible for 
compensating Inuit for any damage to or 
loss of wildlife, wildlife habitat or harvesting 
activities as a result of development in 
Labrador Inuit Lands. Developers will be 
responsible for compensation associated 
with damage or loss as a result of marine 
transportation in the Zone of the Settlement 
Area directly associated with development 
in Labrador Inuit Lands, or the Settlement 
Area outside of Labrador Inuit Lands. 

In the Settlement Area outside Labrador 
Inuit Lands, Impacts and Benefits Agreements 
for major developments in the Zone will 
be required to include provisions for compen- 
sating Inuit for any damage to or loss of 
wildlife, wildlife habitat or harvesting activi- 
ties as a result of the major developments. 


Canada, Newfoundland and the Inuit 


Central Government will have concurrent 
laws to protect archaeological sites, activities 
and materials in Labrador Inuit Lands and 
Inuit communities. If there is a conflict, the 
relevant provincial or federal laws will prevail. 
Inuit artifacts found in the Settlement 
Area will be owned by the Inuit Central 
Government, except for those found on 
federal lands where Canada and the Inuit 
Government have joint ownership. 


The Inuit Central Government will have 
the exclusive right to establish official place 
names in Labrador Inuit Lands subject to 
approval by the responsible Minister. The 
provincial government will be required to 
consult the Inuit Central Government on 
any proposed place names in the Settlement 
Area, outside Labrador Inuit Lands. 


The Constitution of the Labrador Inuit 
will establish two levels of government: an 
Inuit Central Government with regional juris- 
diction over Inuit, and five Inuit Community 
Governments in Nain, Hopedale, Postville, 
Makkovik, and Rigolet. An Inuit Community 
Corporation may also be set up for Inuit 
residing outside of the Settlement Area. 

The Inuit Central Government will make 
laws for Inuit in Labrador Inuit Lands on 
matters such as culture, language, education, 
health and social services. It will also be 
responsible for its internal affairs, Inuit 
citizenship and the management of Inuit rights 
and benefits within the final agreement. 

Inuit and non-Inuit residents in the Inuit 
communities will be able to vote for and 
serve as councillors in the Inuit Community 
Governments. The Inuit Community 
Governments will be able to enact bylaws 
on local or municipal matters within the 
communities. 


Labrador Inuit will continue to be eligible 
to receive federal and provincial programs 
and services. 

Canada, Newfoundland and the Inuit 
Central Government will negotiate an 
agreement every five years to provide 
funding to the Inuit Central Government. 
The money will be used for agreed-upon 
programs and services to Inuit and, where 
appropriate, to other residents. Funding 
levels will be reasonably comparable to 
those for programs and services in other 
communities of similar size and 
circumstance in Labrador. 


Canada will pay the Labrador Inuit 
$140 million according to a payment 
schedule that will be negotiated before 
the final agreement. This money will be 
administered by a trust on behalf of all 
beneficiaries. Labrador Inuit will repay 
their negotiation loans out of this amount. 


TAXATION 

Labrador Inuit will continue to be subject 
to federal and provincial tax laws. The Inuit 
Central Government will be able to make 
laws to directly tax Inuit on Labrador Inuit 
Lands and in the Inuit communities. The Inuit 
Central Government will receive the 
same tax treatment as other governments 
in Canada. 


DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

A tripartite dispute resolution process 
will be established. This process will 
address disagreements on items related to 
the interpretation of the final agreement. 


ELIGIBILITY AND ENROLMENT 

Labrador Inuit will determine who is 
entitled to be a beneficiary under the final 
agreement according to agreed eligibility 
criteria. The criteria will be similar to those 
for membership in the Labrador Inuit 


Association. Community enrolment 
committees will prepare preliminary lists 

of beneficiaries. Decisions of community 
enrolment committees will be able to be 
appealed, and decisions of the appeal body 
may be subject to judicial review. 


RATIFICATION OF THE FINAL 
AGREEMENT 

The ratification of the final agreement will 
proceed in a democratic fashion. A majority 
of eligible Labrador Inuit voters must vote 
in favour of the final agreement in order for 
it to be ratified. 

Newfoundland and Canada will ratify 
the final agreement by approval of their 
respective Cabinets and enactment of 
provincial and federal ratification legislation. 


IMPLEMENTATION 
An implementation plan will be negotiated 


by the Parties before the final agreement. 


The plan will set out the timing, responsi- 


bilities and costs of implementing the final 
agreement. There will be an initial plan 
for a period of 10 years and the Parties will 
renegotiate the plan following this period. 
An implementation committee will be 
established among the Parties to monitor 
implementation activities and to provide 
an annual report. 

Canada will transfer $115 million to 
the Inuit Central Government for the 
implementation of the final agreement. 
In exchange, Inuit will release Canada from 
a number of future funding obligations. 


OVERLAPPING CLAIMS 

Overlapping interests among the Labrador 
Inuit and other Aboriginal groups may 
be negotiated before the final agreement. 
They may be included in the final agreement, 
subject to agreement by Canada and 
Newfoundland. 
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